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THE JAVANESE IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY
IN NEW CALEDONIA
A PRELIMINARY SURVEY

Raden S. Roosman
University of Auckland

History :

At the turn of the century, a demand for labourers occurred in the nickel industry and
coffee plantations of French New Caledonia, and indented labourers were imported from
Asia.! An agreement was reached with the Dutch government to supply the territory with
labourers from the former Dutch East Indies for 5-year periods, following which they were
to be repatriated.? Almost all of these labourers came from Java which explains the use of
the term favanais in New Caledonian French to designate all residents of Indonesian descent.’
Most of them were agricultural and domestic workers.* The first of successive contingents
arrived in the capital of New Caledonia, Noumea, in 1901.° By 1911, their numbers had
climbed to 1200; by 1930, to 7000; and by 1939 to 7735.® The numbers of new arrivals
fluctuated according to the needs of the plantation and mining interests. During the
depression of 1930—33, many of these Indonesians were repatriated.” From 1933, the
importation of Javanese was resumed, but departures exceeded introductions.® It also became
common practice for contracts to be renewed. Other labourers became free settlers after they
had fulfilled their contract and, by 1939, 810 individuals were in this category.” Though the
Pacific War brought a temporary halt to the influx, the New Caledonian Javanese population
underwent a natural increase of 700 individuals during these years.!® On July 4 1945, all
labourers were freed from their contracts of indenture.!' Nostalgic Javanese flocked from the
countryside to Noumea to await repatriation. The years 1946—48 were characterised by
the shipment of large numbers of these people back to their homeland. In some instances,
repatriation was delayed to prevent a sudden shortage of labourers.'> Those who remained
behind were later given the opportunity of acquiring French nationality by way of naturalis-
ation.’® Subsequent to these changes, a labour shortage was again felt, with the result that
approximately 500 Indonesians were signed on by the Dutch for 3-year contracts and shipped
from Batavia (now Djakarta). This group arrived in Noumea on June 16 1949 aboard the
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s ile. immediately after World War |1, Indonesi, b
| “Yangtzé”.'* Meanwhile, . i SCam
.F FEnEl dvgssihe stru%gle for independence. This struggle was rpamly centred on the islande
'r}v?ll;l\fa ;:d Sumatra. In 1950, the former Dutch East Indies became the Republic of‘
o) : '

Indonesia. i i
onesian consulate was established in Noumea for the_ first time 1s
it “;'gé115an1dg€;19,5§n ':: immigration of Javanese was recorded.'® But furthe, rersae‘;rk
B?tween d and the m,meer of Indonesians in New Caledof"a decreased to 6600 in 195,
. occurrezgfz)no in 1956.!7 From 1954 to 1965, the recruitment of Indonesian Iabourer'
i trge'nktorta was resumed at the following rates per annum : 24 (1954), 27 (1955), 72s
(1o86). 86 (1957), 56 (1958), 14 (1959), 27 (1960), 69 (1961), 24 (1962, 1 (1963)
5 (1964), 1 (1965). The sudden upturn between 1956 and 1958 can be largely atyip,,:

’ ledonia.!® In 1965, New Caledonia
' ho decided to return to New Ca -onla put 3 st

i i t settiemen
immigration from Indonesia for p.erma'nen ettl -
:?ar::c,yedgto gain entry as the following figures indicate : 0 (1966), 0 (1967), 1 (1968),

15 (1969), and 2 (1970).%' |
The “Analyse des resultats du recensement de la populatl.on de Nouvelle-galédonie",
published May 2, 1963, reveals that the number of .people in New Qaledoma who are
ethnically categorised under indonésiens numbered 2888 in 1956 and 3_5(.33 in 1963, represent.
ing an increase during that period of 23.3%.% -T,he Résultats statistiques du recensemeny
général de la population de la Nouvelle-Calédonie’ of May 2, 1963, gives data on the con-
tempory situation. It lists 3563 people as indonésiens, of which 2000 had been born in Ngy,
Caledonia and 1542 in Indonesia.?®> This document does not record how many of these

indonésiens had obtained French citizenship through na'turalisat_:ion; nor does it record how
many Indonesians had been counted as métis of franco-indonesian blood under the.cat.egory
heading of européens et assimilés.?* However, Dou_menge reports that, at the begln‘nmg of
1965, over 3800 Javanese of Indonesian nationality constltuted.a sta_b!e group in N?W
Caledonia, and that approximately 50 naturalised Javanese and their fa.rmlles, together with
the descendants of the children of the first contingents of Javanese migrants, then totalled

about a thousand people.?*
A few years ago, New Caledonia discussed with the Indonesian government the poss-

ibility of recruiting in Indonesia. Djakarta showed itself to be well-disposed toward the ide_a.
Consequently, between July 1970 and April 1971, about 550 Indonesians were employed in

New Caledonia under the sponsorship of the Compagnie Industrielle de Trafvaux (CITRA), a
French agency which has a branch office in Djakarta for recruiting semi-skilled labourers o:
one-year contracts.” These labourers were distributed among several French companie
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