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1.1 Babatana is one of several languages spoken on the island of Choiseul in the
Western Solomons. The informant from whom the data for this analysis was obtained is
Fsau Tuza, a native speaker of the language at present studying in Auckland.

The investigation was conducted at the University of Auckland by the linguistics
class, Anthropology II, 1962, of which I was a member.

1.2 Limits of investigation.
The study was limited to an analysis of the segmental phonemes. A working list

of short utterances was collected and recorded in phonetic transcription. Phonetic
segments were tested for contrast and distribution, and aligned into phonemes. Twenty-
three phonemes were set up: °‘sixteen consonants, and seven vowels.

1.3 Stress and Vowel Length.

Phonetically long, heavily stressed vowels are in phonemic contrast with vowels
which are short and weakly stressed. The analysis has not proceeded far enough for a
phonemic interpretation of this contrast to be formulated solely in terms of short
versus long, or stressed versus unstressed vowels. In the following examples vowel
length is marked [:] and heavy stress [ ‘1.

[qurul ““spear fish,” [qd:rul ‘“‘pound nuts;” [tulul “‘mute,’’ [té:1ul ‘‘three:” [manal
“past_tense,’’ [ mé: nal ““blessing,” [kd:kiti]l ‘“‘bite,” [k&:ki:ti] ‘““open up a 'boil;”
[beré:] ‘how about you?”, [bé:rel ‘‘laugh;’’ [kulal ‘““dance,’’ [ka:1a]l ‘‘elephantiasis’

1.4 Distribution.

The following statements take as the unit of phoneme di . . inimal
isolable utterance parts, henceforth termed words. fEGE TRME Lom, KhE

No phonemic consonant sequences occur within word
. ] : S. Vowel sequences, however,
occur in a considerable proportion of words obtained. Of the 42 possible combinations
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of unlike vowels some 20 were recorded in i corpus of about 400 words. Fxamplrs arc;

|paul ‘‘thousand:’’ Imao| ‘‘valuable;’’ |nael *“his;”* Inail ““mother; Intul ‘‘rub
against;” |eiil *‘that;” |sual *‘child.”’

lal occurs word initially, medially, and finally; |o| occurs initially in one

porrowed word osi| ‘‘horse,’’ medially and finally. All other vowels occur medially

and finally in words but not initially.
1&1 occurs word in1t1 1ly and medially, and word finally in words which have a
free variant with final |mul. All other consonants occur word initially and medially,

but not word finally.

2.0 Description of segmental phonemes.

2.1 Consonants.

Ipl is a voiceless bilabial stop as in [petal ‘‘thing.”’

|[t| is a voiceless alveolar stop as in [td:ba] “all.”

|kl is a voiceless velar stop as in [ké:val ‘‘dry.”

|b| has two allophones. After silence [b] voiced bilabial stop, is in free or stylis-
tic variation with [mbl prenasalized voiced bilabial stop. Examples are [bé:se
‘“‘man,’’ [ bamb4:tanal ‘‘Babatana.’’ Elsewhere [mb] occurs; [ré:mburul ‘‘you (dual).”
|d| has two allophones. After silence [d] voiced alveolar stop, is in free variation
with [nd] prenazalized voiced alveolar stop. Elsewhere [dl occurs. [dirul ‘‘ours

(dual),’”’ [n&:du]l “firm.”’

lal has two allophones. After silence [g] voiced velar stop. Flsewhere [1gl occurs.
[neé:1e]l *woman,” [miggdl “rain.”’

|m| is a bilabial nasal as in [mé:mal ‘‘father.”

In| is an alveolar nasal as in [nd:pul ‘‘again.”

Iyl is a velar nasal as in [ré:val *long.”

vl has two allophones. Before lal or lol it is realised as a voiced bilabial fri-
cative [w]. Elsewhere [v], voiced labiodental fricative, occurs: [wusilil “‘blow,”’
[ va:kal “‘ship.’”’ '
Is| is a voiceless alveolar groove fricative as in [sasal “rotten.”

|z| is a voiced alveolar groove fricative as in [zaval “slice finally.”

lgl is a voiced velar fricative as in [gi:ki]l “eat.”

|j| has two allophones. After silence, [j] voiced alveopalatal affricate occurs in

free variation with [njl prenasalized voiced alveopalatal affricate. Elsewhere [ njl
occurs. [ja:niul “work.”

|1] is a voiced alveolar lateral, as in [lalal “mark.”

|r| is a voiced alveolar flap, as in [rarul “we (dual exclusive).”
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The consonants may be tabulated as follows:

Stop Fricative | Affricative W

Nasal vd unvd.| vd. unvd. lat), f1a
, atl. f1ap,
v
Labial/Labiodental. m b P
8 j 1
Alveolar/Alveopalatal. n d t | 2 r
Velar. N qQ k 8 — |
2.2 Vowels.

li| is high front unrounded, as in [bi:] ‘‘water.”
lel is mid front unrounded, as in [gé:] ‘‘that yonder."’

l#] is high central unrounded, with lip protrusion as in [gi:izi] stalk.’’

’ "
is mid central unrounded, as in [gd:z8] ‘‘touch lightly.

“flow.””’

lsl
lul 1is high back rounded, as in [ juji:lul
lol is realized as a mid back closely rounded vowel when long or s?ressg? as ip
[vamé:jal *‘cook.’” Elsewhere it is a low mid rounded vowel, as in [zino] “‘nose, "
lal is low back and unrounded when it occurs long or stressed as in [v4:til “ four, »
Elsewhere it is low mid back unrounded, as in [kaul ‘‘ashes,’’ and [pudal *‘bone.”

The vowels may be tabulated as follows:
Front Central Back

High i 5 u (rounded)

a o0 (rounded)

Mid/Low e 6

3.1 1In the orthography used by Babatana at present, long or heavily stressed
vowels are not marked. The symbol 6 is used to represent two Phonemically distinct

vowels, 6| and 4],




